Thus the primary reference, Perry (911), does not disclose a releasable outer coupler for 
connecting the third and fourth hose casings, said outer coupler including opposing longitudinally 
shiftable sleeves associated with each said third and fourth hose casings, each said sleeves threadedly 
shiftable relative to its respective associated hose casing between an extended position and a retracted 
position; said sleeves being connectabel in their said extended positions as stated in claim 1 of the 
application. In Perry, coupler (1 1) connects parts (10) and (12). 

Specifically with respect to the rejection of Claim 3, there is no fastener securing sleeves (9) and 
(12) as identified on page 3 of the examiner's office action. Body Portion (10) referred to erroneously as 
a sleeve on page 4 of the examiner's office action is not longitudinally shiftable relative to its associated 
casing (1) but rather is simply connected to coupling member (12) by a threaded retainer collar. 

Accordingly, claim 1 and claim 3 are not anticipated by Perry (911), or any other patent referred 
to in this office action. 
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